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by Thomas Willement.

Names framed in red boxes Sable = Black

indicate holders to the title of

Furs (provide texture):
Harlaxton Manor. p )

Ermine = Black spots on a white field
Erminois = Black spots on a yellow field

by Mark Valenzuela (University of Evansville) based upon an idea by Edward Bujak (Harlaxton College)
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Sticky Note
Flemish Protestant refugee Daniel de Ligne  purchased the Harlaxton estates in 1619
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Sticky Note
With the dying out of the male line of the de Lignes in 1731 the Harlaxton estate reverted to the descendant of Sir Daniel de Ligne's eldest daughter, Elizabeth Tyrwhit
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Sticky Note
Granddaughter of Elizabeth Tyrwhit by a second marriage to a John Orton of London, had one child, a daughter Ann, and it was this young woman who was found in reduced circumstances in London by the Nottingham lawyer, George Gregory, and apprised of her inheritance. The young lawyer subsequently married the heiress in 1738 thus beginning the Gregory association with Harlaxton which was to last for 200 years.
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Sticky Note
George Gregory was High Sheriff of Nottinghamshire and Member of Parliament for Nottingham between 1702 and 1722
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Sticky Note
Became High Sheriff of Lincoln
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Sticky Note
William Gregory was the Member of Parliament for Nottingham in 1601 and founder of Gregory's Hospital
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Sticky Note
Susanna Williams, was heir to estates at Rempstone, near Loughborough, and Denton, the neighbouring village to Harlaxton
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Sticky Note
George de Ligne Gregory, also became High Sheriff of Nottinghamshire in 1793, and following the death of his father in 1758 he held the Manor of Harlaxton for sixty-four years until he died, unmarried, in 1822. During this period, and indeed during his father's lifetime, the family stayed mostly at Rempstone and London thus precipitating the decay of the old manor house in Harlaxton, but in order to be closer to his Harlaxton estates George de Ligne Gregory also built Hungerton Hall in 1785.

While he did little to preserve his manor house in Harlaxton he did see to the restoration of the other houses in the village, having most of them faced with brick. They carry the inscription 'G.D.G.' with a date between 1790 and 1820. 
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Sticky Note
George de Ligne Gregory's will settled the Harlaxton and Nottingham estates on three brothers and their issue successively, and failing them on John Sherwin, the family solicitor. George's brother, William, who had already inherited the Rempstone and the small Denton estates through his grandmother Susanna Williams assumed her surname to become William Gregory Williams. 
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Sticky Note
In 1822 Gregory Williams succeeded to the estates of his uncle, George de Ligne Gregory, in addition to those of his father, and in so doing he dropped the surname Williams to become Gregory Gregory of Harlaxton.

The estates of his uncle included considerable property in Nottingham, Lenton and Radford and holdings in various canal and railway companies. The Radford property at least contained coal-mines and among recently discovered papers is a receipt for coal sales by Gregory Gregory to the Butterly Company for £10,569.

How Gregory Gregory employed himself before inheriting his estates is not known with any certainty. Sir Charles Welby, writing in 1937, notes that as a young man Gregory 'is said to have been attached to some of our embassies abroad so was in a position to indulge in the then fashionable craze for acquiring foreign works of art'. It is likely that after 1822 these purchases increased as he sold off plots of land in Lenton and Radford and with a view to the palatial mansion which he was to build Gregory amassed 'with very varying descrimination' the collection of statuary, furniture, tapestries, books, and silver plate, and those few pictures which later became known as the 'Gregory Heirlooms'.

Gregory lived mostly at Hungerton Hall while Harlaxton was being built but while the formal topping-out ceremony was in 1836 Burn did not complete his work on the house until 1855 and Gregory probably did not reside in the house for many years before his death in June 1854.
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Sticky Note
With Gregory's death in 1854 the estates passed, according to George de Ligne's will, to the cousin George Gregory. Not surprisingly, in view of his advanced age, the new owner appears to have made little impact on the neighbourhood apart from his sale of many immature and ornamental trees which brought several complaints to the Trustees of George de Ligne Gregory's estate.
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Sticky Note
George Gregory died in 1860 and was succeeded, as decreed in de Ligne Gregory's settlement, by the lawyer and very remote relative John Sherwin of Bramcote Hills near Nottingham with whom we are told Gregory Gregory had not been on the best of terms.
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Sticky Note
John Sherwin-Gregory's widow, Catherine, assumed the responsibilities of Squire of Harlaxton for twenty-three years until her death at the age of eighty-five in 1892. She appears to have been popular with the villagers and contributed generously to the restoration of Harlaxton Church, although she was buried, as was her husband, at Bramcote. She was a benefactor of Harlaxton School and was highly regarded for her concern for the sick and the poor.
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Sticky Note
The Welbys did acquire the estates at Rempstone and Denton (the old Williams bequest), certain investments and the major portion of the contents of Harlaxton Manor which had been collected and placed in it by Gregory Gregory. On receiving this massive collection Sir Glynne Welby-Gregory's heir, William, determined to sell some of it particularly the largest and most cumbrous items and to build with the proceeds a larger manor house at Denton to contain the remainder. A special Act of Parliament, the Gregory Heirlooms Act of 1877, was passed to enable Welby to proceed with the sale which took place the following year. The Welbys duly built their enlarged mansion house in 1879-80 to house the balance of the collection, only to pull it down in the late 1930s when it became too inconvenient and costly to maintain.
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Sticky Note
In 1892 the property passed to a cousin and godson of Sherwin-Gregory, Thomas Sherwin-Pearson (1851-1935), who again annexed the Gregory name to his own. Pearson-Gregory was born in Bedfordshire in 1851 and while his wife had died in 1888 giving birth to their only son Philip
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Typewritten Text
Thomas Sherwin-Pearson 
b. 1851
d. 1935
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Typewritten Text
Major Philip Pearson-Gregory
b. 1888
d. 1955
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Sticky Note
With the death of Thomas Sherwin Pearson-Gregory in 1935 Harlaxton Manor passed for the first time from father to son. Major Philip Pearson-Gregory was (like his father upon inheriting) a widower, his wife having died in a road accident in 1930 and feeling that the house was too large for his purposes he decided to sell it. The village itself was divided into 100 lots which were sold easily enough.
in the autumn of 1937. The Manor itself was eventually sold to Mrs Violet Van der Elst.
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