HARLAXTON
COLLEGE

British Campus of the
University of Evansuville

RPS/EAC
4th January 1993

Mr John Hamblett
"‘Beverley"

26 Rock Road
Urmston

Manchester M31 1WD

Dear Mr Hamblett

Thank you very much for your most interesting letter of 14th December 1992. We
are always delighted to learn more about the history of Harlaxton Manor.

| was most amused at the idea of Mrs Van der Elst lining you all up to give you all £1,
and you may be interested to know that the chandelier in the Great Hall is still there.

Harlaxton Manor is now owned by the University of Evansville and is home to
American undergraduate students from September through to April each year. |
enclose a flyer which tells you more about our programme here.

If you are ever in this area please do call in and we would be delighted to show you
around the house. Much renovation has taken place since the University purchased
the Manor in 1978, but there is always more to do. The Pegasus symbol in the back
courtyard (now named the Pegasus Courtyard) is still there and regularly restored.

Thank you again for taking the trouble to write to me and we will keep your letter in
our Manaor Archives file in our Library.

Very best wishes for the New Year.
Singetely

] oot -

Robert Stepsis

Office of the Principal

Harlaxton College,
Grantham, Lincolnshire,
NG32 1AG, England.
Telephone (0476) 64541
Fax (0476) 70730



'THE ARNHEM REDCAPS'

The 1st Airbome Division Provost Company
Corps of Military Police
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‘THE ARNHEM REDCAPS' "Beverly"

The 1st Airborne Division Provost Company 26 Rock Rd

Corps of Military Police Urmston
Manchester
M31 1WD

14 December
92

Dear Dean

Once again the history question of the Pegasus in your grounds has
arisen in the current issue of Pegasus Journal.

As an ex member of the above company at present occupied in
endeavouring to write the history of the company | would like to
throw some light on the subject which may be of interest to you.

The 1st Airborne Divisional Provost Company moved into Harlaxton
Hall about November 1944 until about August/September of 1945.

The Pegasus symbol was erected by LK/Cpl W Hinchcliffe and Cpl
Tyler (later Major retired) with the words "1st A/B Div Prov Coy" on
the shield.

It is apparent that some person later put the para wings on the stone
and altered the name to 1st A/B Div.

Mrs Van der Elst was in occupation on the south side of the building,
we were in the other side. In addition to the building we occupied
huts in the rear.

The room No.5 was at the rear of the orderly room and Cpl England
was the pay corporal and Cpl Tyler was the orderly room corporal,
he remained in the army after the war and retired honoured MBE
having reached the rank of major.

| will remember the tunnel from the kitchen up which fuel was
delivered from the grounds, is it still there? We used it as an
"escape route" when confined to camp.

Also | remember Mrs Van der Elst, who was a millionairess, lining us



up on the main lawn and giving us all a £1 note for racing across it
in full kit.

| remember very well a beautiful chandelier in the main hall, that has
probably gone now.

The hall holds many happy memories for me and | look forward to
being able to re-visit it in the near future.

It is good news to know that the Sgt and Cpl from Grantham having
taken an interest in our "monument" have taken the pains to
renovate it. The few remaining members greatly appreciate it

Trusting | have been of assistance in identifying the company who
was resident after the debacle of "Arnhem" in 44,

Hoping to have the pleasure of meeting you in the not too distant
future.

Yours sincerely

John Hamblett {(ex cpl 1st A/B D.Pro.Co)



